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CASTLES
IN THE AIR

WITH NOT ONE BUT TWO CHATEAUX AS A BACKDROP,
GOLF DE LA BRETESCHE MAY BE THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL GOLF COURSE IN ALL OF FRANCE.
WORDS Tricia Welsh

Fantasy package: golf, five-star
hotel, wellbeing, gourmet
dining, history, romance...

BELOW & OPPOSITE: The stunning setting of Domaine de la Bretesche & Spa, with golf course and two chateaux.

S

et in the heart of a century-old forest, the 18-hole championship golf course covers 75 hectares of lush
countryside in the Pays de la Loire region of France, 380 kilometres southwest of Paris, and enjoys an
enviable reputation for its mature, natural beauty and superbly maintained greens and fairways.
Named after the majestic 15th-century twin castles – the Grand and Petit Chateaux de la Bretesche
– that were destroyed in the French Revolution and restored more recently to their original splendour, the golf
course is part of a larger complex that includes luxury accommodation and a spa facility spread over 200ha.
In 1990, 31 individually designed rooms were built, housed in beautifully restored former outbuildings of the
castles’ estate to become the Domaine de la Bretesche and Spa, part of the prestigious French family-owned B
Signature Hotels & Resorts and a member of the Relais & Chateaux group of unique hotels and restaurants. More
recently, five one- and two-bedroom villas were added to accommodate up to six guests.
Ten greenkeepers and gardeners keep the course and the Domaine’s own extensive landscaped garden
groomed to perfection. The Petit Chateau, with its authentic drawbridge, was once the clubhouse before it was
sold as a private apartment.
While parts of the course enjoy the chateaux and lake as a natural backdrop, many fairways stretch deep
into thickets of pines and ancient deciduous trees – including 300-year-old cedars and oaks in the magnificent
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Naturel Parc de la Brière, whose patchwork of vibrant reds, golds and russets appears on fire as the trees change
colour each autumn.
Over the past five years, some 700 trees have been planted around the course, giving golfers the sense they
are playing in a park rather than on a regular golf course. Many fairways, lined with oak, pine, white beech and
red willow, are cut into diamond shapes, the tees planted with rose bushes, hydrangeas and rhododendrons.
The par-72 course was designed in the mid-1960s by three-time British Open winner Sir Henry Cotton. At
6,015 metres long, the course has three par-5s – at the 9th, 13th and 16th holes – but the 384m 8th hole is
considered the most challenging, doglegging left to a 40m-long green.
The course has few water hazards, but two years ago two watery features were added to the front and side
of the green on the 17th hole, making it appear almost an island. The pretty par-3 is now the course’s new
signature hole.
The 13th hole is especially appealing to play as the sun is starting to go down, but perhaps the most beautiful
hole is the 9th, with the medieval castle in your direct line of sight as you play towards a green positioned right
in front of the castle itself.
Regarded as a course of medium difficulty, Golf de la Bretesche is ideal for mid- to high-handicap players.
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BELOW: The gourmet restaurant Le Montaigu serves Michelin-quality food in magnificent surroundings.

Low handicappers, though, will find it challenging enough. Tree-lined fairways require accuracy off the tee and
a good approach to some tricky greens. Depending on the weather, the greens are considered fast but steady.
With just a few well-placed bunkers to negotiate, the course attracts golf tourists of all skill levels from all around
the world.
The course has automatic sprinklers, good under-soil drainage and sand-based fairways to make it
soft and green throughout the year – dry in winter and comfortable in summer. Trolleys and carts are
available all year round.
The course also attracts a host of top golf professionals and has as its resident pro Thierry Mathon, a PGA
master pro who has played the on French and European circuits for more than 20 years. Together with assistant
pro David Lanta, he runs the Bretesche Golf Academy.
Course architect Sir Henry Cotton had a glittering touring career before turning his hand to design. He won
the Open Championship in 1934, 1937 and 1948, becoming the leading British golfer of his generation. The
Rookie of the Year award on the European Golf Tour is named after him.
After retiring from competitive golf in the early 1950s, Cotton went on to design the Penina and Pestana Alto
golf courses in the Algarve, Portugal, and was commissioned by Baron de Rothschild to design the course at
Megève in Haute-Savoie, France.
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BELOW, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Bar Ecuries, set in the old castle stables; a Junior Suite; golf with chateau backdrop.

Guests at Domaine de la Bretesche stay in 17 comfortable cottages, secluded among the trees, or five-star
hotel accommodation. The 25 hotel bedrooms and six junior suites are individually decorated in boudoir, rustic
or contemporary style featuring sumptuous fabrics by Kenzo, Rubelli, Manuel Canovas or Pierre Frey. Attractive
hotel golf packages are available that include unlimited green fees.
After golf, drinks and casual meals can be enjoyed in Le Club bistro. For a more swept-up evening, you can
sample the extensive range of whiskies and liqueurs in the atmospheric Bar des Ecuries, housed in former 18thcentury stables – where original brass trims, rope rings and black marble water troughs have been restored to
great effect – and then dine on exceptional food in the hotel’s gourmet restaurant, Le Montaigu. Here, Frédéric
Murati, who for 20 years was head chef in a two Michelin-starred restaurant in Brussels, delights guests with
his modern French cuisine, sourcing much local seafood such as sea bass, bream, oysters and mussels from the
nearby Atlantic coast.
With its manicured golf course, luxury accommodation, pampering spa, tennis courts, swimming pools,
Michelin-quality food – plus those two chateaux – golf at Domaine de la Bretesche is the stuff of real-life fairytales.
Check out the website for a range of stay-and-play packages.
www.bretesche.fr
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